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Though the caste system did never function rigorously in Andhra, the lot of the 'Untouchables',
who are now referred to as Harijans or Scheduled Castes, had never been better here than
elsewhere in India. The social origin of such a class of people is inexplicable, especially in an
area which had been Buddhist for over thousand years. Probably, the unclean professions they
followed might have at first necessitated their stay at a distance from the villages. Whatever
it be, their position continued to be deplorable till the advent of the modern period, it is
true that Sri Ramanuja (11th century) and many other reformers tried their best to improve
their lot. But their efforts did not even touch the fringe of the problem, as the followers
of the great reformers had not the necessary sincerity, in the modern period, some of
these people embraced Christianity, which provided them with a social status. The problem
remained unsolved till Mahatma Gandhi took up their cause. His earnest efforts to eradicate
untouchabillty did certainly meet with a good measure of success in the Teiugu country,
Of the Hindu pantheon of gods, the widely worshipped ones in the Teiugu country arc
Vishnu in his incarnations and Siva, along with thoir consorts. There are also people who,
dissatisfied with this kind of worship, offer their prayers to an impersonal God, as spoken of in
the Upanishads, Hinduism accommodates all these people. As a groat thinker of the present
era said, "Of course, Hinduism as a faith is vague, amorphous, many sided, all things to all
men. In its present form, and even in the past, it embraces many beliefs and practices, from
the highest to the lowest, often opposed to, or contradicting each other. Its essential spirit
seems to be to live and let live."
Jalnism also is one of the oldest religions that had once been widely practised in this area,
The Jaina sacred literature mentions many Andhra kings of the early period who patronised
Jainlsm. There are many evidences to prove the existence of Jaina bastis (vasati; a place of
residence) in various parts of Andhra in the first millennium of the era. Bothan, in Nlzamabad
District, was noted as a flourishing Jaina centre in the 9th century. According to Jaina tradition,
it was the capital of Bahubali, the first Jaina emperor of South India. The famous Jaina
poets of Kannada, Ponna and Pampa, were natives of Vengi in Andhra. Even in the Kakatiya
period, we come across a book, Jinendra Katy&nabhyudaya, written by one Appayacharya of
Warangal and this indicates that the religion had some adherents in the 13th century also.
But later the religion declined.
Numerically, Islam now occupies the second place in the Teiugu area. The religion ft
said to have been introduced by a Muslim saint, Baba Fakruddin, who first succeeded in
convening a king of Penugonda to Islam. The Dudekula Muslims, who live by carding cotton,
state that their conversion was due to the efforts of Baba Fakruddin. The veracity of this
statement is yet to be proved by historical evidence.
But it is from the beginning of the 14th century only that we get a historical account
of the spread of Islam. Muslim rule and domination encouraged conversions, Many of the
present day Muslims of Andhra are the descendants of the converts from Hinduism. Though